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HIS Sermon which was Preached at your 

| requeſt, 1s by the kind acceptance of my 
Lords the Judges, and of your ſelf 
encouraged to become more publick. God knows my 
chief end both in Preaching and Printing it, is to 
engage all men, but more eſpecidily men of Place and 
Office, not only mo ant exemplary pra- 
Rice, but alſo in a zealous and relolute defence 
of Religion, of the Eſtabliſhe Proteſtant Reli. 
gion, a Religion which above all other teacheth us 
1 20t only to be Godly, but to be Honelt , a Religion 
not only pure but peaceable, full of the good fruits 
of Loyalty, Fuſtice, Charity, without Partialicy 
and without Hypocriſie : And ſure all ſober and 
good men cannot but look upon it as their greateſt 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


mtereſt, as well in reſpeft of this life, as of that 
which is to come, to uphold the power and hongr 
of this Religion, which us ſo true afriend of Order 
and Government, [o ſure a defence of Our Civil 
Reebts, and which, if we ſubmit to-its Laws, and 
cheriſh its Influences , will make us truly hapyy, 
beth here and hereafter. 

Sir, if you- had not been otherwiſe entitled to thi 
| Sermon, your Practice and Patronage of its De. 
frine would have made it yours, for indeed your 
affe tion to ſo good a Cauſe, m very difficult and 
diſcouraging Circumſtances hath been generally taken 
notice of, for your Honour;and your Zeal hath been 
ſo well tempered and governed by your prudence, 
that our moſt notorious defamers have not yet had the 
confidence to touch [your reputation. 

"That you. may continue to walk in that name 
which will advance and ſecure yours, and give you 
a Renown more ſolid and durable than any convey- 
ance from Anceſtors, or any dignity which i deri- 


ved from an Office, of Truſt. or Power, is the 


Prayer.of- 

STI R, 
| Your moſt faithful 
| and obliged friend and ſervant 


JOAN CAPE 
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M1can vr: = 
For all people will walk every one in the name of his 


God, . and we will walk inthe name of the Lord 
our God, for ever and eVer« | 


OD- having i in the bi Chapter by: 
his Prophet denounced; ſevere threatnings 
againſt his people, and even an utter deſo- 
lation to his own mHonntain, that. place of his 
hubitation which he' had choſen for himſelf, which he had 
furniſhed and beautified wth: fo! many ſigns: of hig 

| Majeſty c f 


For hither ſhall flock the true worihi 

al parts of the world, and many Nbions ſhall come 
and ſays Copre let ins goup to Fhe mountain of the Lord 
and to the houſe of the (Gad. of Jacob, (which was a 
Type of the Church or Kingdom of Chrift )' and }e 
will teach us (viz. by his Priefts and Prophets what is 
fitteſt for us to learn) out of his ways, that we may walk 
i: them: For fromthehce only muft, we lopk: tor the 
knowledy of the'trne God, whoſe Lew (eſpecially m 
the days of the Mefiiah) ſhail go forth of Sie, and 
che word of:the Lord from Jernſalem, trom whence it 
ſhall -be derived und :promulged'. to. the 'rcſt 'of the 
world: ''To:maketheir:condition fill morc-happy and 
Þ* | to 
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(3) 
to endear their Religion to them by 'a concomitance 
of earthly bleflings, ſuch asLiberty.,, and Peace, ©. 
Their: great :and good. Ged will for their ſakes jndg 
among wary People, and: rehyke firavg Nations 4far- of, 
ſuch as were too wighty and prufant for ther: $6 graple 
withal :: by the (weet yet moi; prevalent foxce of'þis: 
ward and{pirit he. will quiet the.moſt yurbylent and: 
quarrelſom tempers, perſuade them out of all their 
zwimoſitics;. andſe- thraughly: pacifie them that they 
ſhall turn their weapohs of: war- ute the-Utendils.of 
neaceful: times :| Thtin: fwerds jrrte playgh-ſhares, 41d 
their ſpears! into pricvivg | hooks; ;; Then. ſhall every man 
ſt quietly under his own vine and under his own fig-tvee, 
ard none fball make. theme afraid; The were the blel- 
ſings pronuſed mare ane -nemy 4 in ſome km to the 

ews upon their return from Babylon, but mareamply 
and i the-beſt fenſe injoyed by us,pnder the Goſpe!, 
who have the ; ſubſtance. of their T3p6- 1 [1 i! | 

The wardsof my. Text give ws an'accaunt of the. 
motive-of tbjs great: mercy of: God, namely his:peas. 
oles fidelity; und: conktancy; in his ſerviee,/ far upon. 
this they -ſeery. ta. ground. their..confidence: and. a(s 
ſaxance of the Divine-Blefing : vice The (\pcerity and 
ſedÞfnes. of thei rtfalution toladheretauhls. wor 
ſip, and: keep bis Commandments.) ts 
\\We mill walk the; the rare.of the Lord ow God 2 and] 
becauls wearereelved to derve big. and to 4rult.n 
him; we dpubtnotof:hisFexaur and Patronage, we 
doubt not of the fulfilling of all his. gracious: promte 
ye _— on _— while Ha — 

4 ws : 14tien: 1066 148F6/4, 204 | Grpart Jrom Pint 5, . 
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Heads of TS maze. judg for reward, 
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(4) 
for Religion;b#14.up Sion with blood, and: Jeruſalem 
with —_—y 'we'are reſolved no2' more! rorifollow 
vainiJdols butts belas:diligent and:zealous inthe fer;” 
viegeoRtherttheGod:\as the moſt Superſtitions Hes 


whereby theſe words are 'connefted with ther foregs- 
\BAL4> ONTTIETES ; ; (2% \COID 4. 


Us) 


vice of God, to. the proteſſion and: pradtice of the: 
Chriſtian Religion, ;exciting themſelves: hezeunto:by. 
the example of Idolaterswho were fo portickcious and. 
obſtinate ina'talte-way.of Religion: 0 91 

: For. all men will; walk; every nue in the wame of bis: 
God, : and we will walk in the name of the Lord 6ur God.- 

In my Diſcourſe upontheſe wards I'ſhall.endeayour . 
to demonſtrate. theſe three things unto you. |! ..; 

4: :Ehat :all people;; the:moftiignorant” and bar-! 
barous Nations will have a God _ a'\Religion: : | 

- 2.)Thiat thoſe who are Educated/'or ingaged in. 
Superſtitious, Idolatrous, or .any\ other falſe way of: 
worſhip, 'are very. hardly convinced |.of their errors: 
and drawn-off from them : All people\'will walk every 
one inthe name of his God, of what he believes, nay 
of what he fancies to_be ſo./ 

3. That we Chriſtians who have ſo clear and full 2 
knowledp oÞ the true God,.:and ſuch rational induce- 
ments:and- encouragements to: ſerve;;him, are moſt 
ſtrictly obliged: to keep his ; boly will and Command- 
ments, and to walk; in The Jame all:the days of our lives, 
towalk, inthe name of the Lord our God: for  ever-: Of 
theſe 1 in their order; and -farſt of:the firſt. -: | 

I. 'All|'People and Nations even the inoſt 3 ignorant: 
ai barbarous' will' have:a Religion;; every:man will 
have a God:to walk in his:name,' to advance: hwmſelf 
by his Relation to a\better being,. and to perform fuch 
ſervice and homage to him as he imagines will main- 
tain his intereſt in his favour. 

Thoſe who cannot attain to.the right knowledg, of. 
the:true God; will:yet ettherireceive from others or 
frame to'theniſclves ſome Image of:birn() Qmw7burde : > 1 | [4 
Digs. opinio teſite eſt, nec ulls Gens. adeo'eftiextra-leges. "i 
woreſque poſits ut nor aliquos > Deos. credat: \ The' noti- 

B on 


Adqs xvii. 
22. 
Lib. x. S. 3» 
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(6) 
on of a God dath naturally ariſe out.of the being of 
a man, neither 15 there. any Nation fo lawleſs and ill- 
bred as to believethere isno God. | 
They will have many God's rather than-none at all 
and worſhip any. thing rather than want a Dei 
which although'1 A ſhewed-their great _— 
it argues for the being of one true God, becaule their 
mn be .no Counterfeit, but for the ſake of ſom-' 
thing that is rea] : But ſeeing we want not their at. 
hes to ſerve our. cauſe, but have many better ar 
mentsto evince theexiſtence of one God : Ethibk we 
may do them fo much :right as to acknowledg that 
they may almoſt, if not altogether, as fairly acquit 
themſelves of Poly theiſm and Zdolatry as our Roman 
Chriſtians, and prove that they attributed no more Dz- 
vinity to their Demons and Heroes than theſe do to 
Argels and Saints, that they bowed withno: more de- 
votion, and no leſs reafon, to: any part of the inani- 
mate world, than theſe: do to an {a*age Or Crutifix, 
nor in any of: their fond Rites and Ceremonies excee- 
ded the degrees of theſe mens Superſtition. | 
But without car on this Comparifon any fur- 
ther, perhaps it nughtbe \made appear that not only 
every manbach owned a God : but that moſt, . if not 
all men have owned the fame God under feveral Ti 
tles, with reſpect to the ſeveral benefits they received 
from him, it was that ore true God whom St. Payl 
Preached that the wew of Athens igzoramth Worfhip- 


ped, LaGantins tell us that wo wife max ever queſtio- 


ned the being of ove God who made and governed all 
things, though they worſhipped hie2 m:der different names. 
And Pankus Oroſinur, who Evedin Se. Azgnſtixes time, 


-afſutes us, that net. only. 1he: Philoſophers. found out one 


Goo the wwaker of all things, bat thus the generality of the 
Pazans 


(7) ER” 

Pagans of their times, when the Chriftians diſputed with 

them, did confeſs that there was but one great God who 

had . ſeveral Miniſters under him. 2 JE 

- But what have we more plain than that of' a Ph#lo- 

ſepher of their own, Maximus Tyrius, Notwithſtand- Diſſert, 1. 
ing the variety of diſputes, difference of Opinions, and 

modes of worſſ'ip that are in ſeveral parts of the world, 

there is a Catholick, agreement in this : *Om cos als nehy- 

muy ($2,012.gu5 C meTip.that there is one God the King ard 

Father of all, and that the many Gods beſides are the ſons * 

and ſubſtitutes of this one ſupream. I cannot ſtay to 

produce more Teſtimonies of this Nature, and Thope 

enough hath been ſaid to make good the firlt propo- 

ſition, That all people do unanimouſly concur in this 

belief and perſuaſion, that there is a God. Every man 

will have a God, a Rehgion, he that hath not is ſcarce 

a man, he hath- ſtrangely degraded and debaſed-'his 
nature. DENCE EL 

For this feems to be the great effential difference Nullum ft Ari 

between men and brutesthat theſe have no knowledy mo = = 
of a God; though they have ſome reſemblance if not be 
ſome degrees of Reaſon, yet they have nothirg at 79iitiam Dez. 
all like Religion, hence it is that for the moſt part 51,51 31,” 
ſenſuality 1s the firſt ſtep to Atheiſm, and the more #«s 2, ut reli- 
brutih men become in their affeRtions and pradtices, ©2n/i i 
the leſs do they: lzke to retain God in'their hnowhets. | rn 
And therefore not to leave this Head without fome 1 949mm 


- | n . vel precipuauel 
practical refle&tion. ſola diſtantia. 


- To what can we umpute the ſpreading of Atherfty, Cic. lib. 1. de 
and the worſt fort of Infidelity among our ſelves, bit 9: 
to the prevatency of vice, the debauchery of our 
lives, the general corruption and depravity of ' mens 
manners, their habitual intemperance in feverat kinds? 
We are naturally born to a4 good & ſtock of Reaſon 
| B 2 


as 


their own, Religion wi 


(8) 


23 our Forefathers were, .and we have had as good 
helps of improvement-.-as.any age. hath afforded, be. ' 


ſides a moſt clear and well-atteſted Revelation, : and 


therefore it were impoſlible that we-ſhould fall fo fr 
ſhortof their knowledg,and reaſon, at a-rate ſo mych | 
below the men of the darkeſt times, if-we had not 
firſt beſotted our ſelves by indulging our ſenſes, and 


waſted the ſtrength and vigour .of our minds in 


the fervice of: ſome- infatuating Luſt; For where | 
Natureatid ——_ have heaxd, can but hold | 

1 keep its footing, and every | 
man will have a-God, :in whole name to walk. But | 
to proceed; - Ut  omnes Retigione moventur, as Tully | 


ſpeaks, as all men, all ſorts of men, nazonly Grecias; 
and Romans,. but the moſt rude and uncultivated 


people :have ſome ſenſe of Religiori: Tra, as he goes | 


on,: Deos  Patrios, quos accepernnt 4 majoribus ſuis co- 


lendos ſibique retinendos arbitrantur : $0 they- think | 
_ themſelves not only bound to honour their Cormtry Gods, 
the Gods of: their Fathers, with ſore. pions rites, ſuch 


as. Sacrifice, -Prayer, &c.. but alſo-to be conſtang in 


their ſuperſtition; and not. to change their Gods, of | 
to vary in their worſhip, upon any conſideration 


_— 


which is in effe& my ſecond | 


 -2, Propoſition, viz. That thoſe who are educate 

or ingaged in a. SuperWitious Idolatrous or any falſe 

ar, fatious way of worſhip, are hardly convinced of 
" their errors and drawn off from them, | 4l{ mez wil 


+ alk; every man'in the namedf his God, of what he fan- 


1.962 cies tobe ſo. This is ſtrongly affirmed in that inter- | 


fer. 11, 11, 


rogation of the Prophet. Hath a Nation changed their 


Gods, which get are: no Gods? Clemens of Alexandria 


ableryes that this was the great hinderance of the 
Heathens Converſion to Chriſtianity & meunguy aoSg- 
| | NN ufoor 
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(9) 
Atppor nut ts WWamrgimay oo wvAgyy, $&c They 
—_— it a very unſeemty and unreafonable. thing' to 


{ recede from the-Traditions of their Fathers, and the 


Religious Ceremonies and 'ob(ervances they had been 
accultomed to from their yourh.. * And he goethion 
to ſhew'that nothing elſe could ſo'much obſtrut the 
entertainment. and. eſteem of Chriſtian Religion as 


this peſtilent and ſtubborn humour of retaining old 


Laws and Cuſtoms, though never ſo abſurd and ri-.- - - 


diculons. | +. KY iICt, $720) 
From this dotage,. and moſt wretched influence: of 
Cuſtorh, 'ariſeth a hatred of the beſt Religion : It © 
could not be that they ſhould diſtaſt, and! refuſe the 
oreateſt bleſſing which God ever offered them, if their 
Palates were not habituated to wortle fare, ard their 
affeftions taken up. for ſome Old: Gueſts. OIIREA 1 
Ufpon which account Atheragoras might well.won- 
der that among all the Laws which were. yearly. En- - 
ated [at (Rome, there was never a one made, /: Mp 
ripydv © margin, ng-96A0ie 5, tO abate the force of Edu- 
cagion, to Eftablith+ a liberty of diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween Old: and Good, and to.renew. that-great: and 
univerſal Chatter which allows us to judg and chuſe 
for our ſelves. For he makes it evidently appear, that 
}f the prevalency of ridiculous Cuſtoms were-once 


difanulled, their Idol Temples - would be no:more.; Fes 


thronged with Votaries: Reaſon. would bear ſway; . 
and Chriſttanity triumph over all jts ſuperſtitious. op-- 
poſers. | LA D036 hr 
Yea, It is plain that-this was the. great and unmove- 


able prejudice againſt St. Paxls Dodrine , when he Aaag xvii. 

Preached Jeſus and the Reſurre&ion,that'it was zew and 198. . | 

frenge, as he and Silas were before: accuſed' for teache Acts xvi.21, 
ing cuſtoms which were not lawful for then torecerve,' bes 


? 


lg 
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ing Romans : For the Romans then pleaded as much for 


Antiquity as they do zow - they were impatient of | 


any Reformation in Religion, however reaſonable and 
neceſſary, becauſe as Dro Chryſoſtom obſerves Wu 
nelavopey ra) vay they knew this would alter their Laws 
#60, which Rome Imperial could not brook, ſhe muſt 
and will be infa{/ible and ſupream, merely becauſe ſhe 
hath been long reputed ſo. 
John iv. 20. This was it which confirmed the Samaritans in 
their Superſtition, Our Fathers worſhipped in this moun- 
' tain. The vain Converſation of thoſe to whom St. Peter 
x Pet. i. 18, wrote, was received by Tradition from their Fathers, 
The fame was obſerved long before by the Prophet of 
the Fews, they have walked after the imagination, or 
as it is in the Margin,after the ſiubborzreſs of their own 
Jer. ix. 14. hearts, and after Baalims which their Fathers taught 
the 


1. 
Jer. xliv.17, 41d we will burn Incenſe tothe Queen of Heaven: But 
—— why fo reſolute and obſtinate in this groſs Idolatry? 
We can expe@ no good reaſon for it, Cuſtoms was their 
only Rale and Law. We have done ſo, and our Fa 
thers before ws, our Kings and our Princes in the Cities 

of Judah, and in the ftreets of Jeruſalem. 
I know in another _ it is made a matter of re-/ 
7. 2, proach to the Jews, and anaggravation of their ſin 
Ho nd that they fats other Gods s. they knew not, we 
I7. ther they nor their Fathers :' That they ſerued new Gods, 
2 Kings xv. aewly come up. And this rs noted to the praiſe of Az- 
Zo riah and Jotham, that they did uprightly in the fight of 
the Lord,eccording to all that their Fathers did. We do 
alſo acknowledg that the Religious Cuſtoms andob- 
fervations of the places wherein we live are not light- 
_ * H:toibedeſpiſed and violated. St. Paw alledgeththe 
Caſiom of theChurch to ſtop the mouth of contentious 
Separatiſts. | And 
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And we have as great a veneration for Antiquity, 
which 1s truly ſuch, as the Chxrch of Rome can pres 
rend to: For it is not the continuance of a thouſand 
years (and few of their Errors are ſo old) that can 
make any.thing in 'Religion truly Arcient, If it was: 
not ſo from the beginning. Deceit and falſehood will lay 
chim to all other parts of Artiquity as well as Trmth. 

Though we cannot'tell of any of our own Ance- 
ſtors, beyond the fourth or fifth Generation, that pro- 
fefled the ſame' Religion in all parts that we do, yet 
whilſt we can makeit appear, that the Religion which 
we profeſs was the Religion of our Lord Chrift, of his 
Apoſiles, and of the Holy men who lived in the next 
Ages to them, we cannot juſtly be taxed with Novelty, 
or charged with forſaking the God of our Fathers: 
No DoGrine 1s new which is taught and confirmed by 
the Authority of Gods word, but whatſoever Dodrine 
or Cuſtom is contrary thereunto, though it hath had a 
garre reception and a long continaance m the 
burch; yet-it hath nothing of trae Antiquity to com- 
mend it-unto us; but T muſt not purſue this heres 
having only undertaken to prove that mens immode- 
nte zeal for Cuſtom, and the example of their An- 
ceſtors, doth oftentimes ſo blind and bias them that 
they cannot (or at keaſt will not ) diſcern the trae'na- 
ture and reafon of things, or make an wnpartial judg- 

ment of Dotttines and Praftices in Religion, by which 
means it comes to paſs that they are very obſtmate and 
Irredaimable 1m their erroneous ways. They will wall 
or in the name of his God, m the praftice of 

that Refjg7on they have been taught, or bred upm.' 
And indeed where Error hath but! once taken poll 
{cflion, it rules and bears ſway, it influences and go- 
verns the practices of men with the ſame abſolute and 
Fy unlinzited 


| (- 11; ) 
unlimited power, as Truth wielf doth pretend to : this 
egAnls as the Steicks call it, this preoccupation of 
mind, which is the ſpring and principle of all the Aci- 
ons of our life, maves with an -equal force when ye 
miſtake, and when we think arieht; anda falſe perſua- 
ſion, will make men as reſolute in ther Religious do- 
ings and ſufferings as a true one, Sart was as zealous 
for the Law, as Paul for the Goſpel: And' while he 
was under the dominion of a.falſe principle, -he was as 
ready to perſecute the Diſciples of' our Lord, as he 
was afterwards to ſuffer for that name. ., And it is ob- 
ſervable that nothing could ſhew him: his error but a 
light from heaven ſhining round about him. Nei- 
ther can we hope for the Converſion of any Relig; 
ous Zealot without many degrees of St. Payls evidence, 
without-an extraordinary, if not a miraculous con- 
- Indeed the generality of men are in nothing more 
tenacious than in their Religious -perſuaſions, and 
there is this rational account-to be given why it ſhould 
be ſo; becauſe that- which is conceived to be their 
beft intereſt, will juſtifie their moſt intent, vigorous 
and conſtant proſecution, of it : Here tis-true, there is 
the greateſt danger of miſtaking our methods which 
ſhould make us examine. them: well, but when-once 
they are youched and approved, we are in pointof 
Prizdence and Honeſty, as well asin point of Hozor and 
Repntation, | bound to proceed in them, which brings 
me to thethird particular, . which was this, viz. That 
| 3+ We: Chriſtians are under, the ſtricteſt obligation 
of ;all men 46 -walk in the name of the Lord our God. 
In my inſuing- Diſcourſe upon this Head, I ſhall en- 
deavourtoſhew you, | 


I, What 


«© 
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(13) 
' (1.) Whatit is to walk in the name of the Loyd our 
God. 0.005 
(2.) What our Obligations are to be diligent and 
conſtant in ſo doing, wherein I ſhall proceed by theſe 
degrees 3 firſt 
7. To ſhew how much we Chriſtians are obliged 
thereunto more than any other zen. | 
2, How much more we Proteſtants than any other 
Chriſtians, | 
3. How much more we of the Chnrch of England, 
m our preſent Circumſtances, than any other Prote- 
ants, 
(1.) I begin with the firſt, to ſkew you what it 15 #0 
walk, in the name of God. 
- The zame of God in Scripture frequently ſignifies 
that DoGrine and Religion' whereby the true God 1s 
made known, and diſtinguiſhed from all others, So 


Pſal. xx11. 22. I will declare thy name unto my Brethren. John xvii.6, 


That of our Saviour can intend nothing elſe, I have 
manifeſted thy name unto the men which thou gaveſi me 
out of the world : That is, Thavedeclared thy wil, and 
publiſhed thy Rel:g7oz to them. ' Sothatin the general, 
to walk, in the name of the Lord our God, denotes 
I. An owning all profeſſion of his Religion, in 
oppoſition to Infidels-and Hereticks. > 
2. A (incere pra#iceof what we profeſs in oppoſiti- 
on to Hypocrites,, and: careleſs livers. Firlt, F ſay, | 
I. It denotes an owning and profeſſon of the true 


Religion 1n oppoſition to all Tefidels and 'Hereticks, 1,11; xv. 


which is well expreſſed by the Evangelical Prophet. ;. 
One ſhall ſay, I am the Lords, and another ſhall call 
himſelf *by the name - of Jacob, and another ſhall 'ſub- 
ſcribe with his hand unto the Lord, and Surname hine- 
lf by the name of UVrae), that js; both believing Jews 

C . and 
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and Gentiles (ball acknowledg God for their only Lord 
and Maſter, and glory in their Relation to him. 

It conſiſts mn 'an awning of our Religion when it is 
molt :meligned and perſecuted, profeſſing Chriſts name 
when it is every where ſpoken againſt, not falling away 
in 4 time of temptation, But then eſpecially cconfe(ſmng 
our Saviour before mea, when by ſadaing we bring our 
{clyes into diſgrace and ganger. . For which the Chri- 
{tzan courage of St. Peter and Jokz (ſtands upon haonor- 
able Record. - When they - were cammanded rot to 
ſheqk at all, nor. ta teach in the name of Jeſs, no 

As iv. 18, threatnings could ſilence them, we cannot but ſpeak the 

19. things which we have fien and heard. And weallo may 
properly be ſaid to walk in Geds zame, if in thele dith- 
cult and perillous times we do not only with the keart 
believe unto righteouſueſs, but with the wonuth make con- 
Felton unte ſalvation. ; | 

But ſeeing our actions profeſs better for us than our 
words, and our light ſhines moſt brightly before men 

when they ſee our gaad works : therefore though 
we may be ſaid to have entered upon this walk, to 
have begun well our Chriftian courſe by the profeſ- 
fion of the true” Religion,' and a ſubſcription to the 
Artieles of the Chureh/ jn oppoſition: to Infidels and 
Heretical diſlenters, yet then anly in a F 
--2« Place are we. faid to praceed and walk on in 
this name. when weadd ſincerity and perſeverance of 
Pragice.to this Profeſſor, in appolition ro Hypocrites 
or leofe livers. . Many'that did notonly profeſs Chriſts 
26me, but alfſe Propheſred iu ##, and in that name did 
ways wanderfid works (as wondertul perhaps as any of 
thoſe the Clareb of Rome boaſts of ) Yet our-blefed || 
Severe dilowns them, and caſts them off for their Hy- || 
haxriſte. # nqven knew eu, depart frem me je markers of 
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We cannot in the ſenſe of my Text. be ſaid to walk 
in the name of God, or of Chrift, meerly becauſe we 
call him Lord, L ord, or have his name rammed wpon ws, 
and are called Chriſtians, unleſs we depart from inj- 
quity, unleſs we do the will of ow Father, unleſs we 
tread in.our Savioxrs ſteps, do the things which he com- 
mands #s, and walk as we have had hint for an example. 
I know none more faulty and defective herein than 
thoſe men who pretend molt to perfection, I mean our 
modern Romans who aftc& not only their  Pranomina 
but Cognomina in Religion, who, as if it were not e- 
nough to be called Chriftians,will lay claim to the other 
name of our Lord, and be Jeſaites too 4 how well 
they walk in this name let their werey, their' weekneſs, 
their gentleneſs towards all men, their ſubjeFion to Prin- 
ces, and: thoſe that are in Anthority, their quiet and 
peaceable behaviour teſtifie. Or rather. let their hel/iſþ 
Conſpiracies, their turbulent diſordering of all Chriſtian 
Kingdoms, their cruel and barbarous Maſſecres and 
Afaſſmnations, their diſſembled Friexdſbzps and' real 
Perfidiauſneſs, (hame their Hypectriſce. ' For how - grofly 
have theſe bloody and deceitful mer belied their Maſters 
beſt name, and by their Pra@ices- told the world that 
he was therefore caled Feſw,. not becaufe he: cane fs 
ſave mens lives, but to deſtroy thew. And'if Fhad time, 
I might juſtly refled upon ſome Hypocrites of another 
Denomination (though acted, I doubt not, by theſe 
mens influence and a _ who have boaſted them- 
ſelves as much x2 the rame of the Lord, and as much 
diſhonowred it, who. have. firlt fred: np' their hands to 
God ite prajer, and Covenanting, and then lifted them 
up. againſt. bis Servants, againtt hir' Anointed, apainſt 
bi King and his Priefic, ina of the moſt unnatural 
Rebellion and A but: I ſhall conclude 
,/ C 2 this 
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this Head in a more general reflection, relating in 
fome degree tousall:We all go thus far in the way of 
the Lord, we all profeſs the Chriſtzan Faith in oppo- 
ſition to Jews, Turks and Pagans, and the Chriſtiay 
Proteſtant Faith in diſtinction from Papiſts, and the 
Chriſtian Proteſtant Holy Faith, in diſtinction from 
Fhpocrites and Proteſtants at large: but this will not 
denominate us upright walkers in Gods name, unlels 
we ſhew forth out of a good Converſation our works 
with meekneſs of wiſdom. Our Profeſſzon, nay our 
Faith, will dous no- good: unleſs it make us good, 
good Magiſtrates, good SubjeFs, good men, unlels it 
work upon the heart and. make that ſound and good, 
unleſs it work upor the life and make that regular and 
good, unleſs it be the ſoul of obedience; the reaſon 
or internal Law of the mind, which ſets all our facul- 
ties and members on work, and preſents unto us the 
whole Royalty of the Law, breaks the {way of inor- 
dinate affeQtions, | rebates and turns the violence of 
corrupt inclinations, and perſuades us above all @ra- 
tory to-take up the Yoke and the Creſs of Chriſt. But 
to be a little more particular, 

Our walking in the name of the Lord our God, may 
be reduced to theſe three Inſtances, 
I.. Our affiancein his Power and Goodneſs. 
2. Our ſubmiſſion to-his Authority. 
3. Our zeal for his Glory. 
t.. Our affance in his power and goodneſs: When 
1n our greateſt diſtreſles we car truſt 32 the name of 
the Lord; and ſtay our ſelves upon our God, when after 
ourdeliverances, we car rejozce in his ſalvation, and in 
the name of aur God ſet up our. barners : When under 
the moſt_ unjuſt oppreſiions we can commit our 6anſe to 
God who. judgeth: righteonſly, and: in the.proſperity of 

Ea | our. 
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our affairs, boaſt in God all the day long, and praiſe Pſal. xliv. 


his name for ever : When neither the hope of honour 
nor fear of diſgrace, when neither threatnings nor fo- 
licitations can moveus fromour ſtedfaſtneſs in Relig#- 
on, or tempt us to faulter in our Chriſtian Conformity : 
we hereby make it appear that we do indeed believe 
an over-ruling Providence, and contide in Almighty 
goodneſs, which is ore way of walking in the name of 
the Lord, We may be ſaid todo foinalecondplace : 

2. When we ſubmit to his Authority, not going be- 
jond the word of the Lord our God to do leſs or more; 
not daring to reje& any of his Commands, nor to re- 
ceive any other in oppoſition to them NTo break Gods 
Laws 1n the Popes nume, relying either upon his Diſper« 
ſation in hand, or his Pardon in Reverſtor. 

When we ſo own God's Soverezenty as to ſhake off the 
Dominion of all Oſurpers, not foffering ſin-to-rezge 1n 
our mortal bodies or the Man of ſim togivelaw to our 
Conſciences, 'and Captivate us 1n a-blind-obedience to 
all the Di&ates and Decrees of his Chair; - in a word 
when we call no Man Maſter upon earth, nor do the 
will of the fleſh, but in all things ſhew a ready, conſtant 
and uniform compliance with the Divine Will, then 
do we take the Lord for our God,and walk in his name 


- 


by owning h# Supremacy,and ſubmitting to his Authori- 


ty. But there is ſomthing more meant. by walking in 
Gods name; not the exerciſe of a:diſtin& vertue, - but 
the improvement of thoſe we have named already. 
The Heroical degree or perfe&ion of them.-which.in a 
third 

3. Place we called Zeal: for. Gods glory, the honor 
of his Religion, the intereſt of his Church-z:and the 
neceſſity of this Zeal, to our. good proceeding: and 


perſeverance in our Chriſtian courſe, is.implied intheſe 
wards: 


2 T 
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words of Reſolution, We will walk, in the wame of the 
Lord our God for ever and ever. They found it need- 
ful ro-warm and ivflame therr- affections, to excite 


_ and carry on their endeavours Gods ſervice by re- | 
tledting upon.the malt proper motives, that they might | 


raiſe tn themſelves ar holy emulation by obſerving @- 


ther mens practices, and attain arcal excel/excy by ſtri- | 
ving to: outdo thoſe who molt eagerly purſued an in- 
ferwor, if not an imaginary good, Every man will walk | 


7u: the name of his God, and we will not tor ſhame come 


ſhart of :Idolaters, but if. poſſible, exceed and out- 
ſtrip them/in-the moſt fervent Adtsof their Devotion, : 


We ſerve the true God who deſerves, and can requite 
our moſt exact, our moſt painful and coſtly obedience. 
By ſuch Arguments as theſe, we may ſuppole they 
thought it neceflary to kindle fuch a Holy Zealin their 
hearts as might: confirm-and-keep up their Pious Re- 
folutions, and: enable them to walk, in the name of the 
Lord for: ever: And without ſome good degrees of 


this Zeal: we-fhall nake buta 'vety heavy and flow pro- 


greſs in Religion, we ſhalldb no-great thmgsfor Gad, 
tar his name; his houſe, his ſervants, nor for our own 


fouls, and therefore the Apofple obſerves, that it is : 


good te hexzealunſly affected always in a gaod thing, 

. .Featinit(elt i one:ok thote- things which the Phi- 
toſopher calls yam of: a:mixtdle- nature, netther good 
nov eval, but may become citheras it ts differently cir- 
cumftantiated,: by the Heathen Writers: 1t4s: uſually 
taken ma-bad ſenfe; and fignifies Exmlatzon, and that 
ſort of it which proceeds from Ezvy, and breaks ont 
iT t00 eager contention: Aut. When. we take it m a 
good ſenſe, as it is often taken, in Scripture, it figni- 
ties an intention of Holy attections, a ſtrong bent of 
the mind, a: reſtleſs motion of ſoul, after _— 
an 
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and Heavenly things: More particulaily it denotes 
three things. 

' 1. A:vehement love and affeftion to-the things of 
God:fuch as David expreſſed npan all occaſions] havetPlal. cxix. 


£14 kept thy. Commandiments, and '{ love theniexceedingly.'1 57 


All my delight is in thy Saints which excel in wertue.. 1: p D —_— . 
had rather be a door- keeper in the honſe of the Lord, thaw) al. Ixxxiv, 


| ranebin the tents of wickedneſs, 


2. It imports extream-griet and iidignation to: ſee; 
that which we love deſpiſed; and injured, this we 
ſee alſo exemplitied in the forementioned Holy wer, 
Riverrof tears, faith he,run down mine eyes, becanſs the Plal. cxix. 
wicked forſake thy Laws. 130. 

3. It imports carneſtneſs and forwardneſs m main- 
taining and. vindicating.the Laws, the :Worſhip, the 
j Glory of God, when they are reproached, corrupted, 
] or any ways endanger zthis Zeal was remarkable in 
Heackiab and. Fofiah, thoſe trxhy good aud. fincere refor- 
mers: And in Chriſt our Saviour when he purged the - 
Temple. The Apoſtle St. Pani calls ita firiving: for-the Phil. i. 27; 
i Faith of the Gojpek'' 1 Staxd: fa faſt in one ſpirit, 1 _ 

mind, firiving together for the Faith of the Goſpel, aud 
j i» notbing terrified by your adverſaries, which is to them 
av: evident tokew of Perdition, but to you of ſalvation 
and that from God. 'Ehe Apoſtle ode calls it 4 con« Jude 4... 
tendivg for the "faith: that was once! delivered to the 
Saints, So that you ſee a zeal for Gods'Glory im 
plies a;vchement affeftion:to; the Ways, the Worſtip, 
the Ordinances, the Servants of God, a Holy indig- 
nation at any contempt or. abuſe of them, aft Earneſt 
contention 1n..oar proper paces to maintam arkd vin- 
dicate them. - 

| Wemuſt confeſs Gods: name bath by no ane thing 
been more diftonerred, the beaxnty of Religion: dejred, 
the 
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che Peace of the Church diſturbed, than by the heats, 


the hurries, and violences of ſome mens ſpirits, who: 


would paſs for holy zealots, ſtout promoters and de- 
fenders of Gods Cauſe 5 we have known too well the 
' Hl effects of a turbulent and inordinate Zeal, when 


too many under a pretence of aCting tor the Glory of 


God have deſpiſed and vilified the Ordinances of God, 


Civil and Eccleſtaſtical, diminiſhed the reputation of : 


their Governours both inCharch and State, advancing 


their ſlanders/ and calumnies, which is worſt of all | 


from their Perſors to their Place:and Office; .. 
 Nayit would' be well in compariſon if they went 


no farther than diminution and calumnies. But, alas, | 


the dint of their Religious fury hath gone much 
deeper in many direful attempts heretofore, and in the 
late - moſt barbarows i and horrid murder of the Arch- 
Biſhop of St. Andrews, the ſtory 1510 freſh that I need 
not mention here the aggravating circumſtances of it. I 
confeſs the excurſions and: outrages of this. wild 
Zeal, in many perſons and in ſome ſocieties, 1s aſub- 
jet that we canhardly'ſpeakof with that temper and 
ſobriety. of mind: we ought to preſerve; whilſt we 
condemn their exceſſes,it will be hard to avoid allde- 
grees of tranſport-in our ſelves: . Therefore I leave 
the Argument; :I havenotimie to ſhew to.you at large 
| howour Zeal muſt be. bounded: and regulated, thatit 
may becometruly pious; 

I can only obſerve'toiyou very briefly, that our 
Zeal muſt 3: 10 unpyot 

I. Be groundedin Knowledg. 

2. It muſt be managed with Prudence. 

3. It muſt be attended with Charity. 2; 

7. It muſt be a Zeal according to kuowledg, we muſt 
be ſure that it bealways1mployed in a good thing, not 

| only 
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only that the end we aim at be good, but that the 
means we uſe for the obtaining of that end be ſo too. 
We mult zof ſpeak, much leſs af, wickedly for God, or 
talk deceitfully for hinz £ our Zeal muſt take light from 
the Word, fire from the Sanctuary, we mult be ſure 
that we have a calling, a warrant, and a good ground 
to go upon, and whatever the Jus zelotarum was a- 
mong the Jews, it will concern us to know this eſpe- 
cially, that neither the Laws of our Lazd, nor the 
Law of Chriſt, doth allow any private perſon out of 
any pretended zeal for God, to do execution imme- 
diately upon a Malefattor, without expedting the Sen- 
tence of a Court of Judicature. 

2. Our zeal muſt be guided by prudence and diſ- 
cretion, it muſt be wiſe, as well as warm, we muſt 
obſerve time and judgment as Solomon ſpeaks, mode- 
rating our ſelves according tothe occaſion, railing the 
degrees of our zeal proportionably to the value of 
the things 4t 1s exerciſed about, not- ſpending all our 
indignation about a trifle, nor putting forth our whole 
ſtrength to that which wemay remove with a little 
finger - Zeal muſt be like the fire which we keep up- 
on our Hearths, but inlarge or leſſen it according to 
the occaſions of the houſe, we muſt be always zealouſly 
aftefted, always have that holy. fire alive in our hearts, 
but blow it up, or abateit, according as the Cauſe, 
wherein we have to deal, doth require. | 

3. Our Zeal muſt. be attended with Charity, our 
hatred of ſin muſt not proceed to malice againſt the 
ſinner, neither muſt our zeal, for truth, deſtroy our 
good will and love to our Neighbour, no not to our 
very Enemies, not to the Enemies of our Religion. 
There 1s nothing of Bitterneſs, Cruelty, or Revenge 


in the true Chriſtzax temper,as appears by that notable 
D rebuke 


Luke ix. 55. 


Dr. Sprat. 
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rebuke- which our Sav7onr gave tohis Diſcples, when 
they defired him to-command fire from Heaven to 
conſume the. Samaritans; Ye know not what manner of 
ſpirit ye are of. Thoſe Samaritans were perſonsas 
obnoxious: and 111-deſerving, -as great - Heretzcks and 
Schiſmaticks 1m Religion as any. again 3 their behavi- 
our towards -our Savionrs perfor very unworthy and 
affronting, and their diſreſpect to*Jeruſulem, the place 
of -his worſhip, -no lefs remarkable ; -yet our Saviour 


diſaHows df- crueky even towards them, | becauſethat | 
in any caſe 1s inconſiſtent with the deſig of his Reli- | 


gion, and the great end- of his coming into the-world, 


The ſon of man is not come to deſtroy mens lives, but | 
to ſave them. Too many indeed, 4s an excellent per- | 
ſon expreſſes it, believe no Religion to be pure but ; 
what 1s intemperately rigid, no Zea] to be ſpiritual | 


but what is cenſortous or vindicative, whereas no Re- 


ligion 1s true 'that is not peaceable, as well as pure. 


No Zeal is 'Spwitual that 1s5-not alfo'Charitable, - nay 
chiefly ſo. | | 

I have ſhewed you, now whattt 1s to walk 71 the 
vane of the Lord our God, viz. to traſt n-his Power 


and Goodnels, to ſubmit to his Authority, and to be 


zealonſly affeFed always in a good thing. 


T proceed to ſhew that we 'Chriſtians - are more | 


obliged to Diligence, -Zeal, Corftancy inthe practice 
of our Religion than any other. ' Here I propoſed 
to proceed by theſe degrees, viz: toſhew 


1. ' How much more Chriſtians, as ſuch, are obli- | 


ged than any other ſort or 'JeF of men. 
2. How much more we Proteſtants, than any-other 
Chriſtians.  9E-4 
3.' How/nuich more we 'of the' Church of England, 
in-our 'ptefent circumſtances, than any other Prote- 


ftants. 


KI 


— Q NP BY oo = @©oMR aww oo r= «o ow a 


2=S © FMS OM 


STS: 


(23) 
I. I ſay we Chiiftzans are under more” powerful 
obligations ito Diligence, Seniouſneſs, . and ſtedfalt- 
I neſs in ow+ Religion, than any other men in #heaxg. 
1 Never any Rehbgior or Inſtitution in the wot{d, 
I made ſuch clear and full diſcoveries of mens Duties, 
or afforded more conſiderable helps te pragtice than 
I the Chriſtian doth. The Apoſttes thought it the great- 
eſt contradiction to their Profeſſion, for any mien to 
be called H_ and yet to live m the practice of 
I theit former fms. Let the time paſi.of your life ſuffice 1 Pet. iv. 3. 
I jo, ' faith $7, Peter, to have wronght the will. of the 
I Gentiles, that 1s, that #imee: paſt when' you were no 
J Chriftians. Let ws who are of the day be ſober, ſaith 1 The, v. $. 
J St, Panl-: intimating to them the powerful influence 
I that the Goſpe/ hath upon a Pious, Vertuous, and So- 
JI ber Converſation, 1n regard: of the clearneſs of the 
I Revtlations thereincontained, .which may more fully: 
appear tous, if we: compare 'this day, either ta-the 
gimmering. light of 'nature, or that which God -was 
pleafed to vouchſafe ta his-owrn People, the Jews. 
Our underſtanding, ſaith Solomon, is the Candle. of 
the Lord, but as the light of the Sun will put out a 
Candie, ſo that faint and weak light of Nature, by 


| | which the Heathers groped after God in the wight of | 


| Gnorance, muſt diſappear when, compared: to'the 
 Þ brightneſs of #be Sun of Righteouſmeſs, | | i: 

Forthusthe Prophet deſcribes our Condition;when Ti, viii. 27. 
Chriſi>came amongi us; He ſtall look upon the' Earth, 
and behold darkneſs and dimneſs, and the ſhadow- of 
death,” and | 
..2; The light of:the: Moſarcat  diſpertfation was: nov 
without a great AHloy, : or mixture: of : darkneſs, | the 
Poirtts of ' our Salvation were «but obfcurely' ſha: 
dowedn the 1ypical or Ceremonral Law, but axe now 
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made manifeſt, fully revealed by him who brought life 
and immortality to light in the Goſpel. It would be 
ealie and pertinent to enlarge upon theſe Heads, if I 
had time, as alſo to ſhew you that the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion doth furniſh us with the moſt prevalent motives 
and inducements to-Piety and Vertue, as giving us 
the knowledg of the Divine Nature, his Providence 
and Goodneſs, the knowledg of the beauty, and of 
the rewards of Vertue, and alſo of the Dodtrine of 
Remiſfion of ſins, which things were never fo fully 
and fairly repreſented by any as by our. Saviour and 
his Apoſtles. But I cannot ſtay to conlider them. I 
would only obſerve in the general, that the ſervice re- 
quired of vs, is much more eafic, and reaſonable, 
than what was expected under the /egal diſpenſation; 
Under the Goſpel we have no coſtly Sacrifices, no 
bloody Sacraments, no burdenfom Ceremonies : all the 
Laws and Inſtitutions of Jeſws Chriſt are in a high de- 
ee reaſonable and uſeful, there 1s nothing comman- 
ded by him which is not really good, becoming the 
Wiſdom of God, and agreeable to the Reaſox of man: 
nothing forbidden by him but what debaucheth our 
underſtanding, pollutes our minds, diſturbs our quiet, 
impairs our bodily -/ſtrength and vigour, and ſome | 
waycor other impedes the Welfare, the Peace, the 
Health, and Comfort of mankind. | For what is that 
he would have us learz of him? Or what did Heand 
his Apoſtles Preach and Preſs upon his followers, but | 
the exerciſe of thoſe vertues that do perfe& and en- | 
noble our natures, make us like unto God, happy in 
our ſelves, and. publick bleſſings to others 2 What an 
aggravation then of folly and wickedneſs, is it in | 
Chriſtians to be diſobedient toſo good a Maſter ? To 
refuſe ſo profitable and pleaſanta ſervice, wherein duty | 
and | 
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and intereſt, work and wages meet together : 'Sybje- 
Gion and hononr, righteouſneſs and peace, ſweetly coni- 
bine and kiſs each other. But | 

2. As the advantages of Proteſtants, ſotheir obliga- 
tions are greater than any other Chriſtians, than any of 
the Romifſh Communion, thoſe whoſe eyes, he who rivals 
that title of the Devil, the God ofthis world, hath blinded, 
locking up the Scriptures from them in an unknown 
tongue, not inſtrufting them in any other Doftrines, ſo 
much as thoſe of Implicite Faith and blind Obedience: 
Many errors and imperfe&ions may eaſily be excuſed 
in that Devotion, which 1s the Child of Teroraxce : 


Any ſin will beadventured on, where men are taught +/+ 


the pardon will be as eaſie, and we know thoſe that 
are committed in the Cauſe and for the Intereſt of ,holy 
Church; how great ſoever, are wiped'oft with a gentle 
Pennance, if not with a free and abſolute forgiveneſs, 
yea if it be a bold and daring Crime, fachas Treaſon or 
Miurder,tis by one of Romes miraculous tranſmutations, 
not only made a Vertue, but a meritorious one too. 
No wonder if they Pray ſhort and ſeldom to God 
the Father, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, when the 
Worſhip and Invocation of Saints and Angels, particu- 
larly of theVirezz Mother (though without any reaſon; 
or the leaſt ſhew of Authority from Scripture ) is made 
the principal part of their Religion: no wonder that 
the common people do not ſcruple the worſhipping 


a4 


of Images, ſeeing their Teachers have made them Tex | 


Commandments without the Second, by dividing the 
Tenth into Two, No wonder that ſo many forfwear 
themſelves againſt the Third Commandment, whilſt 
they believe the Popes power of relaxing Oaths. The 
Lords-day muſt needs loſe much: of its regard and 
due obſervation in ſuch a number of other. Beſtivals'; 

| nor. 
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nor can the Fifth Commandment keep any good order 
in-Families or Kingdoms, whillt the Pope. takes upon 
him to depoſe Princes, andabſolve . Subje@s from their 
Allegiance : And fince the Dattrine of putting: Here- 
ticks to death, the Sixth Commandment bath been but 
aweak Life-Guard. | 3 

Nor can the Seventh hinder zvceſiaoxs marriages, or 
_ continue lawfal ones, if Rowe think fit' tod;ſpenſe of 
to divorce; And we know: Prizces under the ſame Au- 
thority- have leaped over the, Eighth to inyade the 
juſt rights of their Neighbours, and. the Nz#+h muſt 
lfignifie as\little,. fince Equimgeation wastolerated,..and 
ſeme think they have quite dilanulled the Texth, by 
teachingthat Concupiſcence is no fin; 

No wonder if a Religion thus corrupted, Command- 
ments thus weakned and perverted, have little force 
and efficacy in the' government of ,mens hves,..nay [ 
muſt declare to:you thatſome of their principles have 
ſuch a dire@ tendency to deprave mens manners, that 
if they canbe ſo.unreafonable as to believe them, it is 
next to impoſiible they ſhould hold honeſt and good 
in'their practices. 

It is the great zzercy of God that hath difntangled 
us from ſuch a-Jpke, that hath brozght us out of their 
darkgeſs into a marvelows light, that we are allowed 
to readand hear Gods word in a language we all un- 
derſtand : that we are permitted:to #ry the. ſprits,- and 
to examine the Do@rins of Religion, which-are dehi- 
veredto us: That we are required-to believe-no- 
thing without Scraptere Authority : nothing againſt 
the| evidence of Reaſox.and' Serſe; that we have a 
reaſonable ſervice without bodily and unprofitable ex- 
erciſes, : without a mitltitude of. fond afnd- Swper/titioas 
Rater and Ceremonies. be | 
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| By theſe and:many other blefſed advantages of the 
Proteſtant Reliezon ave our obligations fixengthned:to 
xbornd in Godsſervice, to be fruitful. in every good 
word aud work, todo: the will of God \from. the heart, 
and to walk in his name for ever and ever. 2 38 

3. Weelpecially of the Church of Eng/and ought to 
be very exad and exemplary in our obedience, for cer- 
. tainly our Church hath fome advantages above-.any 
other :-if not-1nher Do@rznes, yet in her Government 
and Worfpip, forafmuch as in it that order and diſcipline 
1supheld,. which is beſt- fitted topreſerve an evenand 
ſober temper in Religion, between the extravagancies 
of Enthuſiaſm and the follies- of -Syperftition. 

The Doctrins -contained in our' Articles of Religion 
are ſo warily exprefled, and in ſuch a' latitude, - that 
differing parties will ſabſcribe to them. 

There 1sno Proteſtant Church in the world but 
will ſay Amer to all our' Prayers. 4:;7:1h 

Our'Ceremonies ate but few and thoſe very decent, 
and we uſe them not- as-neceſlary in -themfelves, but 
in obedience to that' Authority Which every"Church 
hath over its own Members. 

Our Miniſters of Holy things are: Confecrated. and 
Ordained according tothe Scriptyure-and: the\Canons of 
the Unrverſal Church. In a word, fo excellent-is 
the temper of our preſent Settlement, that there1s:no 
fuch Church in the-world,. with which\men of :differ- 
ing perſuaſions may more'/ſafely Communicate, under 
which Diffenters, if they be peaccable, may live: more 
happily : much more-might be ſaid of the good Con- 
ſtitution -of this ' Church, and if T had time I might 
recount many fingular blefſings and -deliveranoes, 
which dooblige and ought to encourage us -above 
others to an extraordinary diligence in' Gods ſervice. 

| "2 Our 
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Our Lnke-warmneſs and indifferency in Religion will 
be more intolerable than other mens Profareſs and 
total neglect of it. And great mercies, if abuſed, will 


end in as ſignal judgments, Tor only have I known of 


all the families of the Earth, ſays God, by his. Pro- 
phet, to that people, as he might ſay unto us, and we 
ſhould be apt to think he had a great bleſſing for thoſe 
he takes ſuch notice of, but it ſeems they had (lighted 
his goodneſs : whereupon it follows, therefore will I 
viſit upon you all your iniquities. Let us not boaſt of our 
priviledges, The Temple of the [ ord are theſe. Let us 
not think over-well of our ſelves, becauſe we are 
members of the beſt Church inthe world, and becauſe 
God hath owned us by as gracious and wonderful 
preſervationsand deliverances, as perhaps he ever did 
any people. Butletus endeavour to improve theſe 
priviledges, and walk worthy of fo great benefits, 
and to ſecure them to our ſelves by our Diligence, our 
Zeal, our Conſtancy in Gods ſervice, not gloryirg, 
but walking in the name of the Lord our God for ever 
and ever, that we may make it appear that we who 
are of the true Church, are true Chriſtians, « peculiar 
people zealows of good works. The Policy and Power 
of our Enemies we know atthistimeis very ative and 
menacing, yet nothing bodes greater evil to us than 
our own Urchriſtiaz, our own Urproteſtant lives, the 
general declenſion of Holy Zeal in all ſorts and degrees 
of men. Wherefore that we may be Friends to our 
ſelves in the midſt of fo many Exemzes, true to our 
own intereſt, when ſo many have, combined againſt 
it, that we may keep God our friend when men riſe 
up againſt us : 

Let mein the cloſe of all humbly entreat and ex- 
hort you, both Magiſtrates and others, in your peta: 
places 
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places todo the work of God,and of Religion, with 
all zour might, with the greateſt intenſion. and fer- 
vency of ſpirit, to imitate the Zeal of Primitive Chri- 
ſtianity, and'to retrieve that ſer;ouſneſs 1n Religion, 
which hath been obſerved to be the particular Genizs 
of this Nation, even at ſuch times when it fell infi- 
nitely ſhort of thoſe great advantages which it now 
. enjoys. 

I would exhort you to be Zealows for, 1. the E- 
yn Proteſtant Religion of our Country, againſt 
all: Heretical and Schiſmatical: oppoſers. | 

2. That you would: expreſs that Zeal eſpecially-in 
the practice and promotion of the plain and indiſputa- 
ble-duties in our Commoz Chriſtianity. 

r. Ifayit concerns us very much at this time to be 
zealows for the Proteſtant Religion, not only in regard 
of its truth and excellexcy, but alſo 1n regard of the 
manifold oppoſitions thatare made againſt it, infomuch 
that weare'1n great danger: of loſing it, unleſs every 
man. 1n his place appear! wit iſtian Courage and 
Zeal forits preſervation, and Wwe betray the beſt Cauſe 
in the world, if we do not a& in it with a heat and 
reſolution proportionable to theirs that ſeek to de- 
ſtroy itz ſhall every man walk, int: the nemeef his God, 
and: ſacrifice hi All to a fond opinion £ Shall Papiſts 
be Zealons for their Images, Phanaticks for their Ima- 
ginations, and ſhall we only eſteem it the goodneſs 
and: wiſdom of our woderation, \ not-to: concern-our 
ſelves too far for the hozor of the true God, and for 
the defence of that Religion whoſe, worth we have 
proved and known ſo well-? Or do we' think to ſecure 
our ſelves by a faint reſiſtance. when our Enemies, bear 
up ſo powerfully againſt us ? No, Magiſtrates muft im- 
ploy.all the ſtrength:of Law and Juſtice Miniſters mult 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-ſuffering and. Do-- 
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&rine, and every manmult do all that he lawfully can 
for the honor and ſafety of his Religion ;. and conſider 
[ beſeech you, that if * we will contend for the truth as. 
we'ought, whilſt the brunt is not ſo-ſharp, whillt the 
duty of coz+teading is upon eaſier terms than blood; we 
may be excufed from the neceſiity of a more fiery con- 
tention, our devout Prayers, our exemplary Cotiver- 
ſations, our Godly Sorrow for fin paſt, and our dili- 
gent care to avoid it for:the: future, may polſlibly ex- 
cuſe our Lives and fave our Bſtates.c: Which minds'me 
to Exhort you ina ſecondplace,though butin a word, 
to expreſs your Zeal for' Religion eſpecially :in. the 
praQice and promotion of the'plain and indiſputable 
duties of our Common. Chriſtianity,” we are all agreed 
that Righteouſneſs, Sobriety, Mercy, Meekneſs, Humility, 
Puritz, &c. are'vertues recommended to us by the 
common diQtates of naturalilight, and\ powerfully en- 
forced by the Lift and Dod@rine of.our great Mafter 
andhis Jpoſtles. Letusthen, I beſeech you, in the fear 
of God apply our ſelves tothe feriousand affe&ionate 
practice of theſe vertuesandgraces;.Þ have not time to 
propound the motives that offer themſelvesto-quick- 
en and raiſe our'{]Juggiſhſpirits. It is enough that we 
cheriſh hopes of everlaſting happineſs, that we look for 
a reward from our Heavenly. Maſttr;i\for if fo, why 
are wenot.about his Work? why dowe notendeavor 
tolive up to the/Rwles of his Religion 2 To purifie onr 
hoes ar be is pure, to be merciful as he is merciful, to be 
filed with all the ' fruits of wr prger 5 which are by | 
Chriſt Jeſus, unto the glory axd praiſe of God. Would 


to-God I could ſpeak to-you with the ſpirit and bow- 
els, as well-as the words of that\ great Apoſtle: My 
dearly beloved brethren, be ftetdfaft; unmoveable,. always 
abdunding in the work! of the Lord, foraſmuch as you 
know that your labor ſhall 'not be' in vain in the Lord - 
RIAL, | an 
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and again, Let ws n10t be weary of well doing, for in due Gal. vi. 9. 


ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not. How, can an ex- 
hortation commenced with ſo much love, purſued with 
ſo much earzeſineſ;, ſweetned with ſuch grariowe pro- 
ziſcs poſſibly miſcarry ? In the ſame breath that we 
hear of our Work we hear of our Reward too, a little 
ſhort Work, a great and eternal Reward.Whata power- 
ful invitation 1s this to all that believe, to turn from 
every evil way, and to be Holy as he that hath called us 
is holy in all manner of converſation 2 If any temptation 
aſſault us, and begin to ſhake the conſtancy of our 
Chriſtian Reſolution, what conſiderations more likely 
to ſettle us? to make us ſtedfaſt and unmoveable inthe 
work of the Lord? As we know that the temptations 
which flatter us are very moving, as we feel the allure- 
nients of the pleaſures and advantages of this world, 
ſo we are aſſured that if we perſevere in holineſs, and 
walk in the name of the Lord for ever and ever, there 
are infinitely better things to counterbalance and out- 
vie the faireſt of all the temptations that ſolicite us. 


Wherefore the rather, brethren, give all diligence to make 2 Pet. i, 10. 


your calling and eledion ſure, for if ye do theſe things ye 
ſhall never fall, for ſo an entrance ſhall be adminiſtred 
fo you abundantly into the everlaſiing Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſws Chriſl. To whom with the e- 
ternal Father and ever bleſſed Spirit of Grace, be aſeri- 
bed of #5, and all his ſervants all honor, glory, power, 
and praiſe henceforth and for evermore. 

Lord of all power and might, who art the Author and 
giver of all good things : graft in our hearts the Love of 
thy name, increaſe in us true Religion, nouriſh us with all 
goodneſs, and, of thy great. mercy keep ws in the ſame, 
through JeſusChriſt our Lord, Amen. 
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